Fire & Life Safety Center

Carbon Monoxide

Objectives 
Students will be able to understand the dangers of Carbon Monoxide.

Discussion 1:

Carbon monoxide is a silent killer that takes about 1,500 lives a year nationally and sends another 10,000 for emergency medical treatment.

•This odorless and colorless gas is released into the atmosphere as the by-product of combustion.

• Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning range from a slight headache to drowsiness and vomiting. Brain damage and death may occur to extreme cases. Unborn babies whose mothers are exposed are at particular risk.

• What's the best defense? Test for leakage around common sources, such as chimneys, water heaters, kitchen ranges, and clothes dryer.

• Most natural gas companies and public health agencies offer free testing with sniffing devices. Heating contractors also conduct the tests.

• Safeguard your home with wall-mounted detectors. Least costly are stick-on buttons that change color if gas is present.

• The best detectors, similar to smoke alarms, beep when carbon monoxide is sensed.

Discussion 2:

Chimney Care

• Keep chimney free of blockages such as bird nests, leaves, or debris. Clear the path for gas to escape.

Discussion 3:

Gas Ranges

• Inefficient cooktop burners or ovens may release carbon monoxide. Vent hoods must be free of clogs.  

Discussion 4:

Fireplace

• Natural-gas fire places are a hot home product. But, watch for any unvented pilot lights.

Discussion 5:

Heaters

• Furnaces and water heaters are ignored for months at a time. Check for venting and gas-line leaks regularly.

Discussion 6:

Clothes Dryer

• Keep dryer venting free of lint with regular inspections.  Also pilot lights need adequate ventilation.

