Fire & Life Safety Center

Wildfires

Objectives 
Students will be able to understand how to prepare for a wildfire.

Discussion 1:
Wildfire is one of the most destructive natural forces on the planet. While sometimes caused by lightning, most wildfires are caused by people. An average of 106,000 wildfires break out each year in the U.S. These fires consume an average of 4 million acres!

Discussion 2:

Wildfire experts say there are four reasons why wildfires happen more often now.


• The way forests were handled in the past allowed fuel in the form of fallen leaves, branches and plant growth, to accumulate. This fuel feeds a wildfire.






• Increasingly hot, dry weather in the U.S.






• Changing weather patterns across the country

• Homes built in areas called the wildland/urban interface, meaning homes are built closer to wildland areas where wildfires can occur. 

Discussion 3:

Wildfires can be prevented by:


• Not smoking or by being careful with cigarettes in the outdoors. They should be carefully extinguished and disposed of.






• Not parking cars or trucks on dry grass.


• Knowing your county’s outdoor burning regulations and never burning trash in an unlawful manner


• Inspecting your campsite when you leave to ensure your camp fire is out.






• Never taking burning sticks out of a fire






• Never taking any type of fireworks on public land

• Keeping stoves, lanterns and heaters away from things that can catch on fire






• Storing containers with flammable liquids in a safe place

• Never using stoves, lanterns or heaters inside of a tent. 

Discussion 4:

One of the most important things to remember is that your house should have a working smoke detector. Look around your house to see if you have a smoke detector on every floor in the house. Check if your smoke detectors are working.  Check also to see if your family has a working fire extinguisher.

Discussion 5:

You family should have an escape plan. If you are caught in a fire REMEMBER, stay low to the ground where the smoke is not so heavy. NEVER hide during a fire. Always get out. And once you are out, stay out. DO NOT go back for anything.   Tell an adult if there is a person left behind in the burning house.

Discussion 6:

Wildfire is a danger for people who live in forest, prairies or wooded areas.  They  are sometimes started by lightning or by accident. They can move very fast and burn many acres. Remember, if there is a wildfire near you and your family is told to evacuate -- go right away! And remember to bring your pets with you!

